Abstract: Aslı Iğsız claims that Gezi protests have crystallized larger dynamics in
Neoliberalism, illegality and state of exception in Turkey
The Gezi Park protests, and the state response to them, have crystallized larger dynamics in Turkey. These include recent legal changes and their contribution to the institutionalization of neoliberalism, centralization of powers, allegations of cronyism, 1 an increasing tendency of authoritarianism 2 and encroachment on professional independence and labor rights. Overall, these protests offer a valuable opportunity to consider how high-security, neoliberal nation-states operate in general, with Turkey as a particular instance. In this context, surveillance and antiterror laws give the impression of a "state of exception", 3 which suspend the rights of citizens, whereby state officials appear to transcend law for the "public good". As such, law appears to be deployed to concentrate power and to promote neoliberal institutionalization, whereas those who are unhappy with these policies are criminalized. This was exemplified in the Gezi protests.
Law, concentration of power and privatization
In terms of the neoliberal urban development of Istanbul, the encroachment of the Gezi Park development plan on Istanbul's vanishing public space was by no means an isolated source of concern.
4 On the day the protests began, news reports indicated that the Kadıköy ferryboat port in Beşiktaş had finally been privatized and purchased by the Shangri-La Hotel group, following a mysterious fire that incapacitated the building's public transport function.
